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THE SWEET O’ THE YEAR

When datfodils begin to peer,
With heigh! the doxy over the dale,
Why, then comes in the sweet o’ the year;
For the red blood reigns in the winter’s pale.

The white sheet bleacning on the hedge,

With heigh! the sweet birds, O, how they sing!
Doth set my pugging tooth on edge:

For a quart of ale is a dish for a king.

The lark, that tirra-lyra chants,

With heigh! with heigh! the thrush and the jay,
Ave summer songs for me and my aunts,

While we lie tumbling in the hay.

SHAKESPEARE

T'he words of this song may be printed on concert programines.



To john Armstrong

THE SWEET O THE YEAR
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Poem by Shakespeare

E. J. Moeran
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A-hunting we will go; Early one morning; Flow gently, sweet Afton:

The Lincolnshire Poacher; Golden slumbers; Come lasses and lads;

The meeting of the waters; Now is the month of maying: The

minstrel boy; When that I was a little tiny boy; There’'s nac luck
about the house; Green sleeves.
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