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(a) A certificate in Byrd’s hand requesting the payment of an annuity to Mrs. Dorothy Tempest,
dated 17 October 1581 (BM Egerton ms 3722).
(b) Byrd’s signature, from his will in Somerset House, dated 15 November 1622 (P.C.C., 106 Swan).
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LIST OF SOURCES AND THEIR ABBREVIATIONS

MANUSCRIPT SOURCES
British Museum, Add. MS 31403.

The first part of this manuscript (f.3 to £.33) contains virginal music; there are several short pieces by Edward Bevin, who
may well have been the compiler. A Prelude by Emanuell Soncino is dated 1633. Other named composers are Bull, Gibbons,
Blitheman, Byrd and Tallis.  Be’s versions of two pieces by Byrd (36, and “The Woods so Wild’) share a number of variants
with Wr.

Christ Church, Oxford, Music MS 431.

‘A small and imperfect manuscript of keyboard music, dating from 1625-35; the composers include Bull, Byrd, Dowland,
Gibbons and Lugge. Perhaps compiled by one of Lugge’s pupils.” (Musica Britannica, XIX.)

Christ Church, Oxford, Music MS 1207.

Only three folios of this manuscript, which dates from ¢. 1620, survive; it includes a Miserere by Bull and an incomplete version
of 27.

Paris Conservatoire, Rés. 1186.

This manuscript appears to have been compiled in the 1630’ by Robert Creighton the elder: some of his own compositions are
dated 1635, 1636 and 1638. Most of the pieces are short anonymous tunes in rather weak style; there are also many keyboard
arrangements of vocal music, both sacred and secular. The manuscript is unimportant as a source of Byrd’s keyboard music, but
it is the main source for 41.

New York Public Library, Drexel MS 5609.

A late 18th-century manuscript, copied by Sir John Hawkins. It has no independent value as a source of Byrd’s keyboard
music; most of the pieces it contains by him derive either from Cr or from Elizabeth Rogers’ Virginal Book (1647).

New York Public Library, Drexel MS s612.

‘A large folio containing about 230 pages of keyboard music by English composers of the first half of the 17th century, in at
least five handwritings. There is a certain amount of evidence to connect the manuscript with Salisbury and its environs,
and it may be dated 1620-1660." (Musica Britannica, XIV.) The 19 pieces by Byrd, mostly Pavans and Galliards, are all
in what appears to be the earliest hand; four further pieces in the same hand are ascribed to Byrd, probably incorrectly. (They
are a Pavan and Galliard in A re, ‘Bonny Sweet Robin’, and a Pavan in F.) It was the scheme of this first copyist to arrange
pieces by key—‘Lessons in Gam ut’, ‘Lessons in A re’, and so on.

Duncan Burnett’s Music Book, from the library of Lord Dalhousie : on loan to the National Library of Scotland,
Edinburgh.

This contains both keyboard and vocal music, and dates from about 1610 (see Early Scottish Keyboard Music edited by Kenneth
Elliott, Stainer & Bell: 1958;2/1967). Most of the keyboard music is by William Kinloch; the only pieces by Byrd are 2a &b.

Uppsala, University Library Instr. mus. hs. 408 (o/im 108).

‘A manuscript in German organ tablature compiled by Gustav Diiben in 1641. Named composers include Sibern, Scheidemann
Bull, Tomkins, Philips, Byrd, Sweelinck, Scheidt, Schildt, Anerio, Striggio and Frescobaldi.” (Musica Britannica, X1X.) The only
pleces by Byrd are 3a & b; both derive from Parthenia.

Christ Church, Oxford, Music MS 1113.

‘Compiled by William Ellis, whose initials are stamped on the covers; organist of St. John’s College, Oxford, from 1639 until
1646, he died in 1679 (Wood). The manuscript almost certainly dates from his time at St. John’s and contains music by
Sweelinck and Frescobaldi, in addition to organ and virginal music by English composers (Bull, Tomkins, Gibbons, Cosyn,
Johnson, Byrd, Philips).” (Musica Britannica XIV.) See 26.

Will Forster’s Virginal Book : British Museum, Royal Music Library MS 24.d.3.

The table of contents, which is in the same hand as the rest of the book, is signed ‘31 Januarie 1624. Will. Forster.” Nearly
half of the 8o pieces are by Byrd; other composers represented are Tallis, Morley, Ward, Inglott, Bull and Cosyn, though
Tallis and Cosyn are not named. Several pieces, particularly towards the end of the book, are anonymous. Thurston Dart
has suggested that Forster may have compiled the manuscript after Byrd’s death in 1623, with the aim of preserving material
from the composer’s loose papers. Certainly, in spite of Forster’s tendency to make mistakes, it appears that he had access to
good texts of Byrd’s music; also a number of pieces (eg. 9, 39, 43) appear, on stylistic grounds, to be early compositions.

British Museum, Add. MS 29996.

A large (ff. 219) composite manuscript, owned in 1647 by Tomkins. The earliest layers, dating from the mid-16th century,
contain an important coilection of liturgical organ music (see ‘Early Tudor Organ Music’, edited by John Caldwell, Vol. 6 of
Early English Church Music). The later part of the book includes, in various hands, viol fantasies by Ferrabosco, keyboard
arrangements of vocal music by Byrd, Morley, Farmer, and Tomkins, and virginal music by Carleton and others. The manuscript
probably does not contain any original keyboard music by Byrd; it does, however, include some keyboard scores of string pieces.

See 27 and 28.

British Museum, Add. MS 31392.

This manuscript, which dates from about 1600, contains music for keyboard, lute and bandora. The keyboard music consists
of four pavans and galliards by Byrd, the first (14a) being incomplete: of the original first 32 leaves of the book, only some
useless fragments remain. 'The manuscript is the only source of 16a &b.
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Liibbenau, Count zu Lynar’s MS Ly. A2 ; now in Berlin State Library.

‘A collection of keyboard music compiled by Matthias Weckmann in about 1630: for its contents see A. E. F. Dickinson’s
valuable article “A forgotten Collection,” in Music Review, 1956, pp. 97-109, and Max Seiffert’s preface to the second, revised
edition of Sweelinck’s keyboard music (Amsterdam: 1943).” (Musica Britannica, XIV.) There are eight pieces by Byrd, six
of them apparently copied from Parthenia. The companion manuscript Ly A1 does not contain anything by Byrd.

Clement Matchett’s Virginal Book, from the library of Lord Dalhousie : on loan to the National Library of
Scotland, Edinburgh.

For a full description, see Thurston Dart’s critical edition (Stainer and Bell: 1957). The manuscript is dated 1612 and contains
four pieces by Byrd, all good texts.

British Museum, Add. MS 23623.

‘A collection of keyboard music compiled immediately after Bull’s death by his admirer Gulielmus & Messaus, choirmaster of
the church of St Walburga, Antwerp.” (Musica Britannica, XIV.) The manuscript contains two versions of 24, both of them
ascribed to Bull.

My Ladye Nevells Booke: in the possession of the Marquess of Abergavenny.

This famous manuscript, in the hand of John Baldwin, contains 42 pieces, all by Byrd. It is the earliest dated source of Byrd’s
keyboard music; an inscription at the end of the table of contents reads ‘finished & ended the leventh of September in the yeare
of our Lord God 1591 ... by me Jo. Baldwin of Windsore. Laus deo.” Ne is the most beautifully written of all virginal
manuscripts, and its texts, in spite of occasional slips, are consistently more reliable than those of other sources. It seems likely,
indeed, that most of the pieces were copied from Byrd’s holographs. Three pieces dedicated to Lady Nevell herself (e.g., 19) were
presumably written especially for inclusion in the book, and the remaining pieces appear to have been carefully selected, there
being no plainsong fantasies and no examples of evidently early work.

There are throughout the book a number of alterations to the text, in a second hand—mainly corrections of minor errors or
omissions made by Baldwin. Most, though not all, of these alterations bring the Ne text into line with other good texts, such
as those of #r and Fo, and the nature of the corrections makes it likely that the corrector was Byrd himself.

Royal College of Music, MS 2093.

Dating from the latter part of the seventeenth century, this manuscript contains keyboard music (mainly Preludes and Voluntaries)
by Bull, Blow, Maynard, Rogers, Byrd, Gibbons and anonymous composers. See 1 and 27.

Cambridge, Fitzwilliam Museum, Marlay Additions no. 135.

A section of this book, originally bound for John Bull, contains keyboard music compiled about 1600 probably by William
Tisdale. For a full description see my edition of Tisdale’s Virginal Book (Stainer and Bell: 1966). Two of the 21 pieces are
by Byrd.

Paris Conservatoire, Rés. 1122.

In the hand of Thomas Tomkins, this is the main source of Tomkins’ keyboard music (see Musica Britannica, V). The
manuscript contains six pieces by Byrd; two are keyboard scores of string fantasias, and of the remaining four, three are unique.

Cambridge, Fitzwilliam Museum, Music MS 32.G.29.

The famous ‘Fitzwilliam Virginal Book’ was compiled by the younger Francis Tregian during his imprisonment in the Fleet,
1609-19. It contains over 70 pieces by Byrd, and is thus the largest single source of Byrd’s keyboard music. On the whole,
Tregian’s texts are inferior to those of the primary sources, Ne, /77 and Fo, although for a few pieces (e.g. 7 and 25) the versions
given by T7 correspond closely to those of Ne. T7 is the only source for seven pieces in the present volume; the texts of most
of these appear to be in fairly good order.

British Museum, Add. MS 30486.

Dating from about 1600, this manuscript contains six pieces by Byrd, and eight other pieces, all short and given anonymously.
Two hands are distinguishable (see 36). On f.15 is written the name ‘William Watton’, and on f.2, the initials W.W. The
original front and back covers (f.1 and f.23) ‘are printed sheets containing what appear to be Latin antiphons.” (Musicz Britannica,
XXIV.) Anoteon f.1’ mentions a place called Whiston.

British Museum, Add. MS. 30485.

An important anthology (ff. 119) of 85 keyboard pieces, compiled probably between 1590 and 1610. There are nearly 40 pieces
by Byrd, and 13 other named composers are represented. Almost the whole of the book is in one hand, though the style of writing
varies; up to f.25, the signs ‘n’ or * J'’ are occasionally used, in conjunction with two-stroke ornaments, apparently to denote a
semiquaver trill with termination. Scribbles on the final flyleaves include part of the dedication to Edward Wray of Orlando
Gibbons’ three-part fantasies (published ¢. 1620), and the names of John Holmes, Thomas Holmes and Henry Joanes. (The
manuscript itself contains no music by Gibbons.) The texts given by #7 are in general very reliable, sometimes following
closely those of Me. The manuscript may well have been compiled by a pupil of Byrd’s, perhaps by one of the Holmes family.

PRINTED SOURCE
Parthenia, or the Maydenhead of the first musicke that ever was printed for the Virginalls (London: 1612/3).

For a description of the book and an outline of its history, see Thurston Dart’s critical edition (Stainer and Bell: 1960; 2/1962).
The book contains eight pieces by Byrd; all of these are contained in the present volume.
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