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Mikrokosmos (Barték)
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

“Béla Bartok’s Mikrokosmos (Hungarian: Mikrokozmosz) Sz. 107, BB 105 consists of 153 progressive
piano pieces in six volumes written between 1926 and 1939. The individual pieces progress from very
easy and simple beginner études to very difficult advanced technical displays, and are used in modern
piano lessons and education. In total, according to Bartdk, the piece “appears as a synthesis of all the
musical and technical problems which were treated and in some cases only partially solved in the
previous piano works. Volumes I and II are dedicated to his son Péter, while volumes V and VI are
intended as professionally performable concert pieces. Bartdk also indicated that these pieces could also
be played on other instruments; Huguette Dreyfus, for example, has recorded pieces from Books I1I
through VI on the harpsichord.

In 1940, shortly before they emigrated to the United States, he arranged seven of the pieces for two
pianos, to provide additional repertoire for himself and his wife Ditta Pdsztory-Bart6k to play.

The pieces are notable for their display of folk music influence, in their unusual tonality and additive
rhythms. Bartdk travelled extensively during the period 1906-1936 to rural Hungary, Romania,
Algeria and Turkey, transcribing folk songs and dances; this is especially apparent in the final pieces of
Mikrokosmos, Six Dances in Bulgarian Rhythm, as well as his Romanian Folk Dances (1915).

The title ‘Mikrokosmos’ comes from the Greek mikros kosmos, meaning “little world”, to reflect Barték’s
g

aim that the pieces “deal not only with the rhythmic, but also with melodic, harmonic and pianistic

problems.”

The works were first published with the subtitle “Progressive Pieces for Piano” to emphasise the
collection’s didactic structure. Ernst Roth, as representative of the publisher Boosey & Hawkes, initially
suggested “Progressive Piano Pieces in Modern Idiom”, but this was rejected by Bartok on the grounds
that “in 20, or let us say in 40 years this work will cease to be ‘modern.” And what does it mean ‘modern’?
This word has no definite sens [sic], can be misinterpreted, misunderstood!”

All of the six volumes progress in difhiculty, namely:
Volumes I and II: Pieces 1-36 and 37-66, beginner level
Volumes III and IV: Pieces 67-96 and 97-121, moderate to advanced level
Volumes V and VI: 122-139 and 140-153, professional level “



ABOUT THIS ARRANGEMENT

It is the ambition of most quartets to play the 6 Quartets by Bartok. These pieces serve as a useful
introduction to Barték’s compositional style(s).

They have been specially layed out for a quartet to be able to study them from the full score (like a
pianist). In some cases it will be necessary to photocopy a third page to avoid a page turn. Parts are
necessary to perform only a few of the longer ones.

Bowings —in order to see Bart6k’s original phrasings in the piano version, they have been faithfully re-
tained and some bowings overlayed.

Every care has been taken to preserve the natural song or dance accentuations, usually taking strong
beats on down bows and weak beats on up bows in the traditional way.

Accents: Barték’s hierarchy of accentuations is very clear and has been faithfully retained.

Articulations: are also very clear and have likewise been scrupulously retained.

Fingering: a few suggestions where necessary.



Andante, d =110

6/. Thirds against a Single Voice
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68. Hungarian Dance

Allegro con spirito, d =125
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69. Chord Study
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Moderato, J. = 80-84
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/0. Melody against Double Notes
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Adagio, 4
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/1. Thirds
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Grave, d
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Un poco pitt mosso, d
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Tempo L.

=380

Pitt mosso, d
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/2. Dragons’ Dance
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735. Sixths and Triads

Comodo, J
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74. Hungarian Matchmaking Song

Allegro moderato, d =100

é f

o® L0
Lt

1] JAu|

1”4
U

2P, 0 ™
1T *1

S==E

:ﬁ#ﬁ_ 1 1 1 1 1 1
e e

M~

11'\-/] Wl’vp< } |

m——

e
I

T —

T
—

T —

— _IP_,Q

_——

m——

T —

~ 4

— _IF_Q

>




/6. Study in Three Parts

Allegro molto, d =90
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82. Scherzo

114

Allegretto scherzando, J
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Interrupted Melody

83.

Risoluto e pesante, d =108
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84. Merriment
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Vivace, d = 152
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87. Variations
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In Four Parts

89.
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Largo, J

B Un poco pit mosso
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90. In Russian Style

Pesante, d = 88-84
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91. Chromatic Invention

Lento, d =72
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92. Chromatic Invention

Allegro robusto, d = 138
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93. In Four Parts

Molto moderato, sonoro, d = 66-63
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94. Once Upon a Time

Moderato, d =96
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95. Song of the Fox
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No. 96 Stumblings

(Game of Pairs)

Allegretto, J =136
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No. 104 Wandering through the Keys
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No. 104 Wandering through the Reys
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No. 106 Children’s Song
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No. 107 Melody in the Mist
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No.109 From the Island of Bali
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110. And the Sounds Clash and Clang...
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Intermezzo
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Molto tranquillo, J = 108-116
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112. Variations on a Folk Tune

Allegro, ben ritmato, d = 116 - 120
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113. Bulgarian Rhythm

Allegro molto, d d. =49
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Molto moderato, Jd =060
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No. 115 Bulgarian Rhythm (2)
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116. Melody

poco rallent. .

Tempo di Marcia, J = 108
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117. Bourrée

126 - 120

Allegretto, J
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118. Triplets in 9/8 Time
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122. Chords Together and Opposed

Molto vivace,d = 160
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124. Staccato (Pizzicato)

Allegretto mosso, d = 126
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Allegro pesante, & =250

126. Change of Time
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127. New Hungarian Folk Song

Ben ritmato, J =120
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129. Alternating Thirds

Allegro molto,d = 160
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132. Major Seconds Broken and Together
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135. Perpetuum Mobile
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136. Whole-tone Scale
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Allegretto, d = 132
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140. Free Variations
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