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FOREWORD

ON the night of November 20th,
1926, ten thousand people assembled
in the Albert Hall to launch the
“ Daily Express ” Community Sing-
ing Moverent.

There were a few minutes of shy-
ness, strangeness, and timidity. Then
suddenly, the spirit of song took
complete command of the enormous
audience. The chorus of * John
Peel ” swelled and volleyed round
the great hall, and in that moment
was born the astounding social
movement that has since swept over
the country like a prairie fire.

The story of the delight and the
inspiration of Community Singing
flashed from suburb to suburb, from
town to town. Wireless had already
brought the cheeriness and the friend-
liness of it all to millions of listeners
who caught the infection and sang
as they sat at their receiving sets

From north, south, east and west
there poured in requests that other
centres should be given the oppor-
tunity of enjoying at first-hand the
wonderful thing which London had
so successfully inaugurated.

It was not a question of captur-
ing communities, they capitulated
joyously and cagerly. Within a

month the people of the Midlands
were singing as they had wever sung
before. Wales, with her traditional
genius for song, both found and
gave inspiration in full measure.
Northern cities and southern towns
joined in the movement with
irresistible enthusiasm.

Then came another and more
dramatic development. The packed
grounds of famous football clubs
were turned into gigantic open-air
concert centres. Twenty, thirty,
forty, fifty thousand men and women
provided unforgettable spectacles
as they stood in wintry sunshine or
biting wind to sing sea shanties, old,
well-known choruses, and—most
memorable of all— God Save the
King.”

Villages and hamlets began to
organise their own Community Sing-
ing. Churches, clubs, institutes,
workshops, schools — practically
every place where men and women
gather-—joined in.

Three months saw Great Britain
turned into a land of song, and the
whole country in the grip of a new
force the social consequences of
whicli, even now, are incalculable.




EDITOR'S NOTE

I wisn to express my gratitude to Mr.
Geoffrey Shaw for several useful sugges-
tions, and to Miss Kathleen Markwell
for muoch valuable help in seeing this
book through the press; and to thank
the following publishers for permission
to include a number of copyright songs :-—

Messrs. J. Curwen & Sons for ‘ Blow
away the morning dew,” * Strawberry
Fair,” ** High Germany,” ** The Frog and
the Mouse,”” ** The Tailor and the Mouse,”’
and " The Wraggle Taggle Gipsies 0,
from English Folk Songs for Schools
(Cecil J. Sharp and S. Baring Gould) ;
““ Caleno Custure Me "’ from Shakespeare
Music (E. W. Naylor) ; “ Bobby Shafto”
from Songs, Ballads and Pipe Tunes of
the North Countrie (W. G. Whittaker) ;
and " Shenandoah,” ‘ Blow the Man
Down,” ' What shall we do with the
Drunken Sailor,” ** Sally Brown,” “ Billy
Boy,” ‘“ Haul away Jo,” ‘* Fire Down
Below,”’ ¢ The Sailor likes his Bottle O,”
‘* The Drummer and the Cook,” “Tom’s
gone to Hilo,”  Johnny come down to
Hilo,” and ‘ Whisky Johnny” from
The Shanty Book, Vols. 1 and 2 (Sir
Richard Terry) ;

The Oxford University Press for O
Faith of England,” ‘ Ye Watchers and
Ye Holy Ones,” and ‘“He who would
Valiant Be ” from The English Hymnal ;

Messrs. Erskine Macdonald, L.td., for
“ The Last Long Mile',“ ‘“And when I
Die,” *“ Rolling Home,” ** Aprésia Guerre
Fini,” and '* Way Down Yonder in the
Cornfield,” from Tommy's Tunes and
Morve Tommy’s Tunes (F. T. Nettleing-
hame) ;

Messrs. Boosey & Co., Ltd., for “ Hulla-
baloo-balay ”’ from Six Sea Shanties (S.
Taylor Harris) and ** Row, dow, dow or
The Drum” from Songs of Britain
(Martin Shaw and Frank Kidson) ;

Messrs. Hughes & Son, of Wrexham, for
* Aberystwyth,” and for “ Land of my
Fathers '’ ;

Messts. Francis, Day & Hunter, Ltd., for
the words of the chorus of “ Pack up
your troubles in your old Kit Bag "’ ;

Messrs. Methuen & Co., Ltd., for ““ The
Golden Vanity ’ and “ The Cottage well
Thatched with Straw >’ from Songs of the
West (S. Baring Gould), and ** Let Bucks
a-hunting go >’ from A Gariand of Country
Song (S. Baring Gould and H. F.
Sheppard);

Messrs. J. B. Cramer & Co., Ltd,, for
“ Twankydillo ™ from English County
Songs (Lucy S. Broadwood and J. E.
Fuller Maitland) and °* Shule Agra”
from Songs of the Four Nations (Sir
Harold Boulton and Arthur Somervell} ;
also for *“ Ould John Braddleum ”;

Messrs, Chappell & Co., Ltd., for the words
of “Come, here's to Robin Hood 7 ;

JOHN GOSS.

Lancaster Gate, February, 1927,
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