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The word Alegrias in its plural form means “rejoicings” especially at festive
occasions. Gerhard’s ballet of that name (subtitled ‘Divertissement
Flamenco’) was first performed in 1943 by the Ballet Rambert with scenario
by the composer and choreography by Elsa Brunelleschi, to a score written
for two pianos. The present concert suite for orchestra was arranged shortly
afterwards and was first performed on 4 April 1944 for a BBC studio

recording in London, by the BBC Theatre Orchestra, conducted by Stanford
Robinson.

Instrumentation

Flute
Piccolo
Oboe
English Horn
Clarinet in A
Bass Clarinet in B}
Bassoon
2 Horns in F
Trumpet in B}
Tenor Trombone
Timpani
*Percussion (1)
Harp
Piano

*xylophone, castanets, tambourine, tamburo, tom-tom,
side drum, bass drum, cymbals, tam-tam

Duration: |3 minutes

Full score and parts, and also a two-piano version of the concert suite,
adapted from the complete ballet, are available on hire



ALEGRIAS

Suite from the Ballet
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