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THE MAORI LEGEND OF HINEMOA

N THE centre of Lake Rotorua, is the small island of Mokoia on which lived a

Maori chief who had four sons. Tutanekai the youngest, was considered to
hold an inferior position in his tribe; although his manly beauty and physical prow-
ess made him famous among the young warriors of his day.

On the shore of the lake dwelt the lovely Hmemoa, daughter of a great chief of
a rival tribe, and her beauty encouraged many suitors from far and near, among
‘them Tutanekai and his brothers. He was laughed at by them for deigning to lift
his eyes to such a high born maiden; but Hinemoa was impressed with the fine ap-
pearance and noble bearing of the young warrior who excelled all in war dances or
trials of strength. : : -

Tutanekai, elated with the message he read in her dark lustrous eyes retired to
the island and with the help of his friend Tiki, built a high look-out tower where
they retired every evening to play a musical duet, hoping that the sounds would
reach Hinemoa’s ears, and she would guess her lover was thinking of her. One
day Tutanekai sent Tiki to tell her of his love, as was the custom, and arranged
that on a dark night she would paddle a canoe to the island guided by the music of
the two friends. Unfortunately, Hinemoa’s father becoming suspicious of her ac -
tions had all the canoes pulled high on the beach and securely tied. Her desperate
disappointment at finding her plan frustrated made her more determined to reach her
beloved, and throwing off her garments she dived into the dark murky depths of the
cold water and swam towards the soft melody of wooden flute and trumpet. Half-
way across her courage began to fail, for like all her race she dreaded the dark and
feared the spirits of evil supposed to lurk in the lake. Clinging to a floating log
she rested her tiring strength and gradually her fears lulled to rest by the thought
of her love and the sweet music of Tutanekai’s flute that still called, she sped on
and reached the island just as her trembling limbs began to fail. Wearily she groped
her way ashore and finding herself in the warm water of a hot spring rested awhile
in its liqdid warmth, wondering how she could reach the whare* of Tutanekai.

At this moment a s]ave descended with a calabash? to get his master a cool drink

from the lake. As he passed the pool where Hinemoa lay, she called in a gruff voice

“To whom does that calabash belong? Give me a drink,I am thu-sty” No Maori may
refuse a drink to anyone and thinking the request came from some great chief he
handed the calabash to Hinemoa. “It belongs to my master, Tutaneka1” he said.

At these words he was surprised to hear the calabash drop and smash on the rocks.
Thinking it an accident he returned for another calabash. Again Hinemoa assumed
a deep voice and demanding the calabash deliberately dashed it to pieces before the
astonished slave. “Go tell your master Tutanekai of what has happened”, ordered
Hinemoa as gruffly as she could.

. When Tutanekai heard the tale he seized his war weapons and ran to wreak ven-
geance upon the rascal who dared to break his calabashes. Reaching the spot
where Hinemoa was shyly hiding he called out “Where is the fellow who broke my
calabashes?” No one answered and he leant over the pool and caught hold of a small
hand. Wonderingly he cried, “Ha, who is this?” and Hinemoa answered, “It is I,
Hinemoa!” Overjoyed, Tutanekai caught her other hand and drew her to the edge
of the water where she rose, ‘beautiful as the wild white hawk and graceful as the
shy white crane’. Removing his cloak, Tutanekai wrapped it round her lovely form
and took her to his own house, which according to the ancient law of the Maori
made them man and wife, and great was the surprise and rejoicing next day on
the island of Mokoia. e

* Pronounced ‘Warry’, the vowel sound as in trolley.
+ A drinking vessel made out of the hard shelled hollow fruit of the Calabash tree.

Version of the legend by ISOLDE HILL
B. 2647
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Composers Note:-

The Maori air which runs through this work, was obtained many years ago from a white man,

Mr. E. D. Hoban,

Years later a half-caste Maori, Wi Duncan, asserted that it was a Raratongan melody.

Others

claimed that the Rev. Williams of Hawkes Bay wrote the words and a Maori friend the tune.
Finally, Hari Hongi, a Government Interpreter and author of the well - known Maori Grammar etc,

verified Wi Duncan's assertion that the air came from Raratonga.

It appears that a Chief who came

from Raratonga in 1868 to visit the Maori Chief Tawhio, first brought the air to New Zealand. The
Maoris quickly appropriated it and turned it into a Hymn.

Maori version

Slow

o) )
b A

1 ¥\
M T

Pi-ko-nei te ma-te-nga_— Tau mai ko-te pou-ri - nui

It will be observed that this is a variant of the melody used in this work.

ALFRED HILL
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Scene V— On Mokoia Island, Evening
BALLAD- Tutanekai (Playing on his Flute)
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Scene VI- The Lake-side, Evening
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