A SONG OF JOYS

for

Baritone Solo.Chorus and Orchestra

Poems by
WALT WHITMAN ano JOHN ADDINGTON SYMONDS

Set to Music by

LESLIE WOODGATE

Copyright. Price Z%ﬂet

STAINER S BELL.LTD.

58 Berners Street,
LondonW.1.

MADE IN ENGLAND



A SONG OF JOYS

O to make the most jubilant song!
Full of music- full of manhood, womanhood, infancy!
Full of common employments— full of grain and trees.

O the Mother’'s joys!
The watching, the endurance, the precious love, the anguish,
the patiently yielded life.

O to go back to the place where 1 was born,

To hear the birds sing once more,

To ramble about the house and barn and over the fields once more,
And through the orchard and along the old lanes once more.

Know’st thou the excellent joys of youth?

Joys of the dear companions and of the merry word and laughing face?
Joy of the glad light-beaming day, joy of the wide-breath’d games?
Joy of sweet music, joy of the lighted ball-room and the dancers?
Joy of the plenteous dinner, strong carouse and drinking!

Yet O my soul supreme!
Know’st thou the joys of pensive thought?
Joys of the free and lonesome heart, the tender, gloomy heart?
Joys of the solitary walk, the spirit bow’d yet proud,
the suffering and the struggle?
The agnostic throes, the ecstasies, joys of the solemn musings
day or night?
Joys of the thought of Death, the great spheres of Time and Space?
Prophetic joys of better, loftier love’s idsals, the divine wife,
the sweet, eternal, perfect comrade?
Joys all thine own undying, joys worthy thee O soul.

This is thy hour, O soul, thy free flight into the wordless,
Away from books, away from art, the day erased, the lesson done,
Thee fully forth emerging, silent, gazing, pondering the themes

thou lovest best.
Night, sleep, death and the stars.

Poets to come! orators, singers and musicians to come!
Not to-day is to justify me and answer what I am for,
But you, a new brood, native, athletic, continental,
greater than ever before known,
Arouse! for you must justify me.

I myself but write one or two indicative words for the future,
1 but advance a moment only to wheel and hurry back in the darkness.
I am a man who sauntering along without fully stopping, turns

a casual look upon you and then averts his face
Leaving it to you to prove and define it,
Expecting the main things from you.
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A SONG OF JOYS (continued)

Listen! I will be honest with you,
I do not offer the old smooth prizes, but offer rough new prizes,
These are the days that must happen to .you:
You shall not reap up what is call’'d riches,
You shall scatter with lavish hand all that you earn or achieve,
You but arrive at the city to which you were destin’d,
You hardly settle yourself to satisfaction before you are called
by an irresistible call to depart,
You shall be treated to the ironical smiles and mockings of
those who remain behind you,
What beckonings of love you receive you shall only answer with
passionate kisses of parting,
You shall not allow the hold of those who spread their
: reach’d hands toward you.

I dream’d in a dream I saw a city invincible to the attacks of
the whole of the rest of the earth
[ dream’d that was the new city of friends,
Nothing was greater there than the quality of robust love,
it led the rest,
It was seen every hour in the actions of the men of that city,
And in all their looks and words.

b

WALT WHITMAN

These things shall be! A loftier race
Than e’er the world hath known, shall rise
With flame of freedom in their-souls
And light of science in their eyes.

They shall be gentle, brave, and strong,
To spill no drop of blood, but dare
All that may plant man’s lordship firm
On earth and fire and sea and air.

They shall be simple in their homes
And splendid in their public ways,
Filling the mansions of the state
With music and with hymns of praise.

Nation with nation, land with land,

*Inarmed shall live as comrades free;
In every heart and brain shall throb
The pulse of one fraternity.

New arts shall bloom of loftier mould,
And mightier music thrill the skies,
And every life shall be a song,
When all the earth is paradise.
JOHN ADDINGTON SYMONDS

* R
Inarmed = arm in arm,
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ORCHESTRATION

2 Flutes

2 Oboes

w

Clarinets
Bassoons
Horns

Trumpets

W W o W

Trombones

Tuba

Harp

Timpani & Percussion:
(Side Drum,Bass Drum,

Cymbals,Triangle, Gong )

Strings

Length of performance 282 minutes
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